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Purpose of the Session

Today, we will focus on:

• The LAS Battery of Assessments Program in Texas – a quick review

• Connecting the preLAS data generated during the identification process to gain a better 
understanding of students’ Oral proficiency and how it informs instruction; will include 
discussion regarding the optional Pre-Literacy component

• Connecting the LAS Links data generated during the identification process to gain a 
better understanding of students’ proficiency in each of the 4 domains and how it 
informs instruction

• Relative Language Proficiency (RLP) which compares a student’s English proficiency 
scores relative to their Spanish proficiency scores to gain a better understanding of the 
full linguistic profile of each student.
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LAS Battery of Assessments: 
The Identification of Emergent Bilinguals (EB)
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The LAS Battery of 
Assessments meets the first 

step requirement for serving 
Emergent Bilinguals: Assessing 
with a Language Proficiency 

Assessment for the purpose of 
EB identification.



Texas Emergent Bilingual Identification: Program Overview
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Grade Level Approved Assessment(s) for EB Identification:

preK3, preK4, 

Kindergarten

• preLAS English Form C

• preLAS Español Form C

1st Grade
• LAS Links Form A

• Speaking and Listening Only

2nd – 12th 

Grade

• LAS Links Form A

• Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing

1st – 6th 

Grade*

• LAS Links Español Form A

• Speaking and Listening

* Spanish testing is required by the TEA when you have a bilingual program  



Connecting Your preLAS Identification Data to Instruction
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Interpreting the preLAS Student Proficiency Report
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The preLAS Pre-Literacy component is not required for 

identification but additional data is provided at no 

additional charge if the component is administered.

Per State and Federal Guidelines

preK3, preK4, Kindergarten

• If a student receives a 1, 2 or 3 Oral Language 

proficiency level, they are to be classified as an 

Emergent Bilingual.

• If a student receives a 4 or 5 Oral Language 

proficiency level  – they are to be considered Fluent - 

not to be identified as an Emergent Bilingual.



Student Proficiency Report
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Page 2:

Provides Cut-Off Levels and 

Interpretation of Scores as well as a 

break down of student performance 

within each component.



Determining Instruction Based on Student Results
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Using this data:

• Examine each students’ performance on 

each part of the Oral Language and/or 

the Pre-Literacy component

• LEAs should set their “threshold”

• Implement strategies for students who 

fall below the threshold you have 

established



• Available for download (at no additional cost!) from the Parent and Teacher Resources page, 

the preLAS Instructional Strategies:

• Provides teaching activities and strategies designed for preK and Kindergarten classrooms

• Strategies promote oral language (39 strategies) and pre-literacy growth (40 strategies)

preLAS Instructional Strategies

9



Downloading the preLAS Instructional Strategies

www.LASLinks.com

• Click on the dropdown menu next to “Texas Resources”

• Click on Parent and Teacher Resources
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http://www.laslinks.com/


preLAS Oral Language Component:  
Multiple Strategies Based on Student Performance
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Multiple strategies that focus on all 5 parts of the 

preLAS Oral Language component:  

1. Simon Says

2. Art Show 

3. Say What You Hear

4. The Human Body

5. Let’s Tell Stories

http://laslinks.com/PDFs/preLAS_Instructional_Strategies.pdf


Connecting Oral Language Data to Instruction

Using the 2nd page of the preLAS report, teachers can crosswalk the data to a 
specific strategy.

In the figure below, the student has achieved a score of 30% on the section titled “Let’s Tell Stories” Indicating 
that this is an area of focus for this student.  

Using the preLAS Instructional Strategies, the teacher (certified EB and non-EB certified) will be able to find 
1) what the section is measuring (i.e., Receptive and Expressive Language), and 
2) strategies to increase proficiency in this specific area.
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Targeted Strategy:  
Let’s Tell Stories

Focus of the Strategy: Ability 

to retell a simple narration 

with picture cues.

This section provides teachers 

with strategies to engage 

students in retelling storylines- 

the beginning, middle, and end 

in that order.  This builds their 

skill of summarizing and 

confidence in communicating in 

a complete and coherent 

manner.



Targeted Strategy:  
Art Show
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Focus of the Strategy: Ability to produce oral 

vocabulary and verb phrases at appropriate 

level of development

Invite students to bring the outside world into 

the classroom with environmental print!

Conduct “Vocabulary Walks” to discuss the 

environmental print!



Targeted Strategy:  
Say What You Hear
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Focus of the Strategy: Ability to repeat 

specific morphological and syntactical 

features.

I Went to the Zoo and I Saw a…

• This game involves listening as well as 

memorizing.

• Choosing any animal names, start the 

game by saying “I went to the zoo and I 

saw a monkey.”

• Your child then responds with “I went to 

the zoo and I saw a monkey and a lion.”



preLAS Pre-Literacy Component Strategies
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Multiple strategies that focus on all 6 categories of the 

preLAS Pre-Literacy component:  

1. Letter Recognition

2. Number Recognition

3. Color Recognition

4. Recognition of  Geometric Shapes and Spatial 

Relationships

5. Reading: Sight Words

6. Writing: Grammatical Constructions

http://laslinks.com/PDFs/preLAS_Instructional_Strategies.pdf
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Connecting the Pre-Literacy Data to Instruction
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Embedding letter recognition in shared reading 

and writing activities brings that recognition, but 

also the meaning behind why we use 

upper/lowercase letters.

Targeted Strategy:
Receptive & Expressive Language: Letter Recognition



Targeted Strategy:
Writing: Grammatical Constructions
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For students to grasp the 

concept of grammatical 

constructs, educators must 

provide them with 

opportunities to see 

grammar embedded in 

meaningful phrases or 

sentences.

Focus of the Strategy: Ability to demonstrate 

internalized command of grammatical constructions.



Connecting Your LAS Links Identification Data to Instruction
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Student Report
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Shows Scale Score and Proficiency Level 

for each domain and composite score as 

well as where “in the level” the student is 

performing

Proficiency Level Definitions 

provide stakeholders with 

information about each level

Indicates Overall Proficiency Level



LAS Links & TELPAS Proficiency Level Correspondence
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Connecting the Data to Instruction
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• Strategies are available for download at www.LASLinks.com/Texas

• All teachers, not just the EB teachers, can use these

strategies

• In the example below:

• The student is showing fluency in Speaking but areas

for growth in Listening, Reading and Writing.

• The strategies allow the educator to focus on the areas of

need while leveraging the student’s strength in the Speaking 

domain.

http://www.laslinks.com/Texas


LAS Links Instructional Strategies:  GIST
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GIST is a summarization 

strategy that:

• Chunks information

• Focuses on building 

academic language 

across all 4 domains

• Is appropriate for all 

levels of proficiency



GIST:  (Getting Interactions Between Schemata and Text)
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• Chunk text (by subheading works well)

• Work with students, in small groups or pairs to 

identify a preselected number of terms, phrases, 

or concepts that are critical to understanding the 

portion of text

• Create a word bank using the list or words, 

phrases,  or concepts

• Engage in academic discussions and predictions 

about the text

• Use word bank to write a summary sentence 

predicting the text

• Repeat the process for the rest of the text.

• Finally, assist students to develop a topic sentence 

to create the GIST of the text resulting in a 

paragraph

Https://Newsela.Com/Read/Lib-Planets-Overview/Id/2000001745

Word Bank
• Solar system
• Planet 
• Orbit
• Dwarf planet
• Galaxy

https://newsela.com/Read/Lib-Planets-Overview/Id/2000001745


• Available for download (at no additional cost) from the INSIGHT portal

• Standards-based lesson plans

• Teaching activities and strategies cover Grades K–12, with proficiency levels from Beginning 

through Advanced

• Theme-based content in Language Arts, Science, Math and Social Studies

• Strategies cover academic content and test-taking skills

LAS Links Instructional Resources
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Log into INSIGHT > 

General Information > 

Assessment Resources



LAS Links Instructional 
Resources: Sample Lesson
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Accessing the Instructional Resources
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• Each grade span is represented

• Blackline masters so feel free to download 

make copies as needed



Using preLAS and LAS Links Data to Determine Student’s 
Relative Language Proficiency/Language Dominance
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Examining and Plotting the Scores

• Start by running 
reports for both 
English and 
Spanish 
assessments for 
all students

• Looking at the 
English and 
Spanish reports 
side-by-side, plot 
where each 
student falls in 
the matrix

30

English Results Español Results



Relative Language Proficiency in the Speaking Domain
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Connecting Relative Language Proficiency to LAS Links Strategies for 
Proficiency Levels
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LAS Links Instructional Strategies: QSSSA
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Q- Question
S- Signal
S- Stem
S- Share
A- Answer/Assess



LAS Links Instructional Strategies:  QSSSA Script and Reasoning 
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(QUESTION) Class, without calling out answers, think 

about this question…

Linked to objectives and lesson goals, to activates prior 

knowledge for Emergent Bilinguals.

(SIGNAL) When you think you have an answer in mind, 

let me know by ____. 

Build in wait time for Emergent Bilinguals to process.

(STEM) When you discuss your answers, I want you to 

respond in this format…

Provides opportunity for students to practice targeted 

academic language.

(SHARE) Turn to your partner and discuss… Increases student talk, chance to compare their 

response with others, and 100% of class practices 

targeted language.

(ANSWER) Using your sentence stems, respond when I 

randomly call on you or write your response. 

Scaffolds for Emergent Bilinguals ensure students are 

prepared to respond.



Thank you!
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